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EDM is

ajor Lazer—Diplo, Jilionaire, and Walshy

Fire—truly rockoed Londdon's Alscandra Falace
an the final show of the mcent Eunopean leq of ther Prace
is The Mission Wrld Tou, haring the fully Immersiva
visual and soric high-snergy extravaganza that & thet e
ehow with 10,000 hypar-axtited fans.

. Logout , My Accou

the Mm'mn

Major Lazer takes London's Alexandra Palace

By: Lot Stickiand

At the heart of this wibrant Iive phenamenon, which
cantinues blazing trals on the shaatis full £t procction
space loossly defined a5 "EDM.” & lour production
director Carles Danohus and his team.

For the Eurapean log, Donchus asked UK-based
production manager Joel Stanky 10 sdd s exparties and
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= and as unleashing the same show that U5 Visuals and lighting
augences fave been raving SDOUE for The ast few MONINE. AL the care of the imaginativ

Stanley —touing with anothar act in the US &t the autacity making Major Lazer's shows such an
firme—integrated 15 of b own ersslive and leshnical “experience? are show dirsctor Kyle Kegan and lighting
sperie into the produstion lineup and invited the top UK ar Devon B
sental companies 1o ofer quates, with suppliers appointes Th biggest challenge for designing lighting and visuala
aftes approwal from Danchus. i heepi i

aziness and chesr

Meg Earth supplied ighting, Guantum Special Efeats Major Laz: autines
it the special effects, PRG XL delivered 2l things viden, ana incendiary collabaratiens, as well as embracing

SSE provided aucko, The Paniy Mald tock care of erailliple gernes of music —fam EDM and house to
satering, Fly By Night trucked It 8, and Caach Service re:mesl:n and dance hal —all presented in a breakneck

bussad the 43-parsen arlist and productian fam
Europe and the UK

ues, the lighiing, sound
and vides rigs were designed Lo be sealabls and il every-
wihara 10 give caninuity. However, thers was &n aoctions
ot which saw the full produstion
presented in the aptimum space far which i was
designed. Kegan and Brown have known aach other sinca thelr
ly schoal days in Hev York, They began designing

theatrical punctuations to full-on. rack-out, “heavy meatal
d even lauchas of
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showrs in the seventh grads, and, a bit lates on, both
studied at theatre szhool. Erjoying  fluid and abuisus
creative synemy, thay have baan warking for Major Lazer
o about four years, bwo years after the debut altur,
Guns Dion 't KW People.. Lazers Do, took the dectronic
music scene by stanm,

For this tour's design, Kegan and Brown warked classly
with Major Lazer—both Jillonalre and Diplo had input into
tha stage's shaps and struciurs—which is based on
artwark form the album Pagea is The Mission

There wers four 6' x &' video pods downstags, 8 12'
&' cieep LED pansl cladding the DJ boath, and 1 large 45'-
witles ¥ 20'-daep LED surface upstage—al lof the
Eurcpean tour) mades up of the same 12mm Pixded
product, The spaces between the flaor pods gave
convenlent entrances and exts for the dancers, Thess
floar dements won toured as part of the specids
pachkage when they were doing feetivals earlier in the
eummes:

Kigan sxisine that the cuned Inok informing the
stage architacture and frussing was inspired by the iconlc
“prace gobe." Them was alsa a wal paace ik
corprising 8 3m dameter cross-braced Irussing circle
ripged with 29 Ayrion MagicBlade-Fis, which sal top
center of the perarmance space.

This was 2 Bt of 3 brain-tesess 10 build and aceom-
madate the s, which undervent several penmuta-
fiors befare 2 toursble solution was found, adds Stankey.

B R ——
armed by the o peace gobs,

O eithe aile of the eirele were two large truss cunes
stiage left and right—the four places ffecilvely making up
twun elegant arches. Gling side as well a5 1op lighting

pesitions, these faciitated a layer of lower cross-stage
ight Tar the daneers, with mare fidures—lower stil—
adted on 1wa sid ladders,

Divinstage was & straight frisss for font light, The
eaneful positioning of the peace sicle meant that the
MagicBlade-Rs coukd alsa be used for bath front and back
ke lighting

Uighting fituras wers dattad s over thase trussing
wlements with seme an the flaar, Kegan and Brown had
the great opportunity of seeing a lot of new technelogy in

ix Auyrion MagiDat- A ware soatiarsd around the rig,
g 0 1 o mean

action over the summer as they played festivals, and
crealed ther wigh lis

Whataver they used required Iot of punch, needed to be
super-fast to keep up with the stye of the show, and also
needed bo be proparly mutl-functional—o they effectivaly
had a much bipper rigat their disposal than there: were
hysical fictures.

Thary atan decldad thay wantad any lights with CMY
mising —to give 1 supesiar oversl chramatic quaity and for
‘smocther and mare hythmic colar fades.

Thirty-one Clay Paky Mythos wers the workharaes of
the rig. Their fiexibillty was eally madimiized, ard, 2 well
s fhelr classic beary looks, hey were used in wash
meie: and also to tedune the dance floor and stage.

Sixty-six Ayt MagicDol-R—their 380° rotafion
manically whizzing for mast of the show —were scattered
arcund the rig defining the fine of the arches. Seventeen
Martin Protessional MAC Viper Profiles were dotied around
and sight Mac Viper Washes on the front fruss [itthe stage
and dance area
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Strobe-tastic acthvity Lsed S0 Clay Paky Stormy LED
units, which ensred the blistering refinal bum-out cues
had Mmarimum inpact.

Shx Clay Paky Aleda Wash K208, fitled with E-Eye
lenses, added same eye-candy moments. Two of the B:
Eyee wene an e ladders, fogether wilh four Viper Frofiles
and two Stormys; the other B-Eyes ware on the top of the.
T vidsa pads.

A retra Tribute 1o the glotous days of disco came in the
farm of faur Gosmo Balls—12 MagicDot-As chastend
tagether in 2 disea bl

Augmenting the figar lighting wars 20 Manin Mac Aur
XBs s foatlights, front, and il lighting, and at the back of
the pocis and D podim, painting forward, was a wn of
Chroma-0 CodarForca 48 LED batans for low rear lighting.

Thes sheer varisty of fidures was what Kigan and
Bron peedid, and, using them with inteligence, thought,
an great flidity, they matched the rontless pace of the
\parfarmance for 80 minubss. Every neo scene and ook
was beautifully crafted, without ever repaating, Ina
fabulous callage of theatrs and banging dance assthatics

They ran the show —inckiding the playhack video
riggered! by time cods fram tha Dus—from thies
grandMA ight arseles. The viseo ran thraugh twa PRG
Mbax media sarvers—devices tha Kegan and Brown thvink
work seamiesshy with this control setup and allaw the

Absen: Clannburn Snceal [acts rovided st D03 jabs et stags scgs and four on the dosmetags i
ane Cray Py MySI08 LIV, e 108 WOrKNOnsss. rowioed Big. Deamy look:

ren, Cposte: Thing-

viden to ba controlled just like a lighting fixture.

Tne stunning playback videa images, graphics, and
anirnalions wene custom-created for the shaw by content
director Michaal Burakofl, dsa in close conjunction with
the artists. They brought an extra layer of color, movement,
hunar. messaging, and dynamics to the show.

Thees wiss very litlle production or tech time avallable
for this Eurcpean tour, cukrinating i the high-pressure
London shaw, 80 lucklly Kegan and Brown managed 1o
visualize large amounts of it in WYEMWYG, which was
esealial ks producing 3 shaw of thees standards under
tha circumstances.

IMAS viden was brought in anly for the A% Pally gig in
Europe, afthcugh Mejar Lazer has used It on some
summer festival shows, Staniey asked Dylan Exbarington
o cut thee i, for which he lilized tweo operated
camesas—one at the front of house and & handheld in the
pit—and four HDiye Minicams.

The HDiyes wese posilioned downstage center, offering
wide angle viaws of the set, Including a revarse shat from
upstage center lacking down and cut b the audisnce fram
a eal pole being the DJ Baoih. One gave a fish-sys Weta
fust te the lefl of tha B bosth, framing the parformers and
leaving space for the dencers and MCs an the |efl; anather
affered 8 site-angle view of davinsiage et Traming the
two stage-lefl dancers” primary pasifions.
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Etherington cut the mix an a Grass Valley Kayak mier,
which fed images drectly to twe 20° x 11" rearprojected

sldle Bcreans, Bach fed by 3 coubled-up palr of Barco 14K

projectons.

The TX was sent fa the Mbox o Kegen and Brown
could fied camera images 1o the video pods and the rear
LED screen a5 the maads and morments laok ther. In
tum, their playback graphics feed was sant 1o tha Kayak
0 Etherington could autput this on the side soreens,

Elherington hain't seen the show e shead of Al Pelly,
but Starikay sent him & recoming of ene of the Swedsh
howre =0 b could intiate himssl with the side and flow
&nel el atiuned 10 the enary and uibes

A Al Pally, he, Kegan, and Brovwn talked through some
idesas, such a5 the opening in black and white snd
panticuiar POl like COZ jats, contatil bursts, crowd
surfing, and Zarh bal sequs

Eiherington enjoyed the excitement af having ta think
an his faet and dedl with the unpradistabilty of ehooting a
ane-all show withoul faving seen it_ar the luzury of amy
time 1o pre-bulle and develop cues with the camera
aperators, The hang-and-go techniqus means being iber
il tecaplive, ana impravising most of the show

& huge

acranaline hit that mads the $0-minute ot iy
Anather layer of the Major Lazer visusl exiiavaganza
wias Epeclal aftacts, coominated by Quantum Specisl
Effects, buased! in Wishie, UK, whose James Waite losked
atler everything an the mad
It was 2 new tour for the company, and Wai

instantly
picked up on the great vibes and Gamanadetie that
suoundsd the produstion

Cuantum pravided eight CO2 jets far on the stage odge
and four an the downstage russ arch, which were used
Iparally throughout the set. thapared fram thelr own
cantroller at etage ight.

Handheld CO2 jts and Slreamer Canons wete usad by
the Ds and dancers throughaut the s, and two
speciaculsr confelt] cues invobed four confett Blowers in
the pit. White streamars ware deployed by Magic FX
Stadivm Shot streamer cannans, complete with their own
Galewls remate controller, operated by Walle, who also had
to-5pot this cue at fhe same tima ta make sure no one was
in the way. The cannone fired froen the lefl and right of the
©it Into the midcla of the arena delighting the audence

Ther confutti was fired manually, and Quarium alss
supplied gas for some T-shirt cannone. The 24 fas boltes
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ceded 1o run each gig wens defvered daily 1o fhe venuss,
“Its one of the best tours | have ever dane,” repas
8, Baying tha vibes, parsonality, and friandliness of tha
e all el i i very enjoyable, logelhes with
he great-loaking and -scunding 1seus.

Sound
The solkd bass-tastic sound was dalivered by an L-
Acouslics K2 system frorm SSE, and this was fine-luned 1o
perfaction for sach venue by sysiems engineer Pertiu
Karteniesri, who dso sp i, tagether with S35
aceount hardler Dan Bennell, Bath have waiked
Stanlay bators ana were leased 10 be Par of the Major
Lazer expericnce,

Theyy have slan had considerable knawledge of EDM
music and understand the imponance of dallvering a

e thoughoul e enlie spece —even the

diffieult-to-secess sonle packets around any

Thes main systern at Ali Pa
K2s per side ingether with 24 Ka
celays—12 a side. A hang of slx K-5UBS  skde was flawn
in one of three pasitians in redation o the main hang—at
Ali Paly, thesse A0 niset T e K2 arvays

K2 was seected for iis light weight, acsplabilty, and

igh SPL. with the whele system canfigured in numerous
tarmats theougheut the Edrapean tour, The ight weight

ant it was never an issue getting as many boxes as
were needed Nown, also withaul interlering with the visusl
signt lines of the video wall in particular, ancther funda-
mental requirement of the production.

Toventy-four 5328 subs on the floor vere amanged in an
electronic sub arc — physically in ana ine i the conter—

dispensed the low end extremely eficiently all the way 1o
he back,

yalam design was complated will the assistance

slon acoustic modeling software, and each

day's sub-am cornpletely Unique ta the verue, 2
12k for whieh Kosteniem| went i frst thing with the
siggers and lighting crew to wark out and aa the calcula
1

Danta igitl raturms wers used throughaut, from tha
inputs to the Ui amps.

Heeteniemi comenants that many companies and people
can uss the same aar and achieve cenain quallty levels,
bul what makes the difference belween having
sound and a iruly awasome one is having the
sight atlitude, and right v in placs an tour

The frani-of-houss zarsole was an duid Prafile,
apacifier by Mejor Lazer FOH angineer Fako Knuppal, on
stage, anof e san mor mix of L-Acoustics
His anl 15X with & blistering cambination of SB28s
and ARGS Il or sicie fills

Theee KARAS on lop of one SB1E per side sulficed as
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neaiphanes” for the DJs; thes was alea 3
of Shire PSMI000 [EMs utifzed primarly for

and 1ak-hack, Chirls Speirs was bath monitor engineer and
stage tochnician,

Naturally, no good taur bs eomglets without the
sanctuary of catering, which, apan from prov
neric: diefights 2nd a heslthy and varied selecl
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Vidao conment wiat areatad by Meohae! Burans, 1 G086 SONGJTAtn wih ihe band,

is usasalty the hub af the tour's community. Catering was
coardnated by Lucy Bell, The Paniry Maid, who has
warked for Stanley befors, but this was her ficst Major
Lazer fewr..and, hiapefully. et her last, she quips. “They
ane great guys, it's an incredible show, and, a8 s, Joal
put tagether a fantastic crew, s it was lots of fun!™

Far the Eurepean dates, the crew had lozal calering, so
Bell agvanced the meal numisers, manus, Bnd dressing
room regquirements with the promaler, ghing them a

chanze to sourcs same of the tickier items, like US
brande. The team was 34, including artiats, and Bell
Gatered for up 10 40 1o enaure that there was always.
eneugh far quests er managermenl should they shaw up,
Al the venues—mmaat of wiieh she ke — Bell would do
a walkAfvough and deciie which rooms should be
allozisled a5 dnssing raams, production offics, green
room, wardrabe, et Her nedt task was 10 make sura tha
crew had breakfast, bringing sancwiches and coffes 1o the
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stage, which ol
The resst o the day wae spent jugging the office,
avancing tha et shows, setting Up aressing rooms, and
snsuring backslage had sverylhing nesded — o laweks
and toilet raks to Wi-Fi phus a myiad of otber things that
siten go v
haise, mos theougheat the
period the artists are at the venue, preparing ests for after-

shaw and laad-aul, and setfing up the quick-change rom,

I the UK, The Pantry Maid prosde lis ovwn mobile
kitchans and a full catering ser g caoked
breakfast all day, drinks, lea and calles, and lunch...and
snr WIth Tour o v enaices plls dessert

vone on the tour, Bell & driv

Stanley sums up, “Eeing hired by Carloa oty four
wesks hefors the first date on the tour—a peactice tha

besoming increasngly comman — gave me the exira
pressuire that | hrive off, tagether with the challenge 1o

. but it does make
g when you don't have
jor Lazer, getting hired on the
spal & [Ihe annl Delgian iwal] Pukkedpap with
such & short time frame and only & dasign beed. .
a a realh

yaars of cooperation, | knew | could really rely an for the
suppert and backup resired.
“0Ae of the Nighights was warking with an Amesiesn
an team and 3 the oo seamlessly
for the fist time: at the first shav!
Invokad, and everyone in touch
with the tour could see the bond nunning thmugheut the
samp.
*Hopefully we can continue whare we kit o In
20167 %
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